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In 2000 Steve was appointed as 
the Director of the Theology and 
Development Programme at the School 
of Theology at the then University 
of Natal. At the time, this fledging 
programme was small and little known 
and Steve has built this programme to 
be recognised throughout the African 
continent as a relevant and contextual 
centre of post-graduate study. With a 
strong commitment to the Ecumenical 
movement, he has participated 
in a number of consultations and 
commissions of the World Council of 
Churches, World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches and the Council for World 
Mission.

Appointed Associate Professor in 
2005 and later full Professor in 2008, 
Steve’s stature as a scholar grew 
enormously over the past decade 
with numerous publications in the 
field of theology and development, 
more recently in the area of public 
health and issues of water and climate 
change. He was passionate about the 
way in which communities need to 
regain their dignity and focus on their 
assets in order to become more fully 
human. He has supervised numerous 
students who knew and loved him as a 
committed and critical scholar, pastor 
and friend. In 2008, Steve became 

Head of the School of Religion and 
Theology at the merged University 
of KwaZulu-Natal. Colleagues have 
thrived under his decisive and brave 
leadership. He was always full of new 
ideas, ready to relieve tension with a 
joke, and determined that the School 
of Religion and Theology would 
be a centre of excellence within the 
University.

Those who were close to Steve 
also know that scholarly and activist 
pursuits were not his only love. He was 
a gifted musician, loved walking in 
the Drakensberg, and always enjoyed 
socialising with friends. Married to 
Marian, and with their three children, 
Thea (18), David (16), and Kate (12), 
the family loved outdoor adventures. 
It was on one such adventure that the 
life of Steve de Gruchy was taken by 
the very waters (pula) he spoke so 
passionately about. South Africa has 
lost a son of the soil. The South African 
church has lost a key theologian. 
The Ecumenical Movement has lost 
a prophet. And the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal, and particularly the 
School of Religion and Theology, has 
lost an astute administrator, dedicated 
academic, an agent of transformation, 
and a caring friend. We mourn his loss.

BEVERLEY HADDAD

Warwick Antony Dorning (1954 – 2009)
Dr Warwick Antony Dorning was 
tragically murdered on his farm 
Adamshurst on the Boston road outside 
Howick on the evening of 7 November 
2009. He was shot and killed in cold 
blood by would-be robbers who 
then fled the scene. They were later 
apprehended, tried, found guilty and 
are now serving life sentences.


Dorning was born on 14 July 

1954 in Kokstad, East Griqualand, 
a fourth generation member of the 
powerful and well-known Dorning 
family of East Griqualand pioneers, 
founded by his great-grandfather the 
patriarch John Dorning, who settled 
in East Griqualand in the 1880s. His 
grandfather, Arthur Dorning, was 
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Provincial, Homeland and Tri-cameral 
government departments into one 
KwaZulu-Natal government service 
he was promoted to Director and 
joined the personal staff of Provincial 
Minister of Local Government and 
Housing and later Minister of Finance 
Peter Miller where he served until 
2000 as Communications head and 
media spokesman. So successful 
was this period of service that, at the 
insistence of the Director-General 
of the Treasury, he was moved to 
Treasury as General Manager, where 
his outstanding language skills were 
put to use in the drafting of documents 
and annual budgets. This was not a 
very happy stage in his career as he 
continually bumped his head against 
the transformation ceiling and much 
of his time had to be spent covering 
up for, or doing the work of, his less 
competent and experienced colleagues 
higher up the civil service ladder. He 
did manage, however, to get promotion 
to Chief Director in this time, a post 
third from the top in the civil service 
hierarchy. It can be indisputably stated 

Warwick Dorning

a highly successful farmer and his 
father, Antony Dorning, a former 
head boy of Michaelhouse who had 
a distinguished war record as a pilot 
in the South African Air Force, was 
also a prominent farmer, sportsman, 
businessman and was also mayor of 
Kokstad. 

Warwick Dorning was educated at 
Cordwalles and Michaelhouse before 
going to Rhodes University from 
1972 to 1976, where he completed a 
BA(Hons) in history. He then went 
to Cambridge, where he read History 
and International Communications, 
graduating MA in 1978.

On his return to South Africa he 
(like all young white South African 
men at the time) was conscripted into 
the South African Defence Force. 
While there, this highly intelligent and 
educated man was soon commissioned 
and put to work as a military historian 
and archivist. During this time he 
registered for a PhD in Strategic 
Studies at the University of the 
Orange Free State and his thesis was 
supervised by Dr Niel Barnard, who 
ultimately became well known as the 
head of the South African Intelligence 
Service. Dorning’s thesis remains a 
classified document but what can be 
revealed is that the work involved 
many visits to Angola during the 
border war and that he was close to 
the process which brought peace in 
Angola and the consequent settlement 
of the Namibian question.

Dorning left the SADF with the 
rank of Major in the air force at the 
end of 1987 and joined the then 
Natal Provincial Administration as 
a communications officer, rising 
rapidly to head the Communications 
Division. With the advent of the new 
South Africa in 1994 and the merger of 
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Deanne Myra Lawrance (1938 – 2010)

awards of bursaries to underprivileged 
black children. Some of these went 
on to become prominent figures in 
the country’s new political elite. She 
simultaneously ran the African Art 

Deanne Lawrance was a well-
known teacher in Pietermaritzburg, 
who started her teaching career at 
Pietermaritzburg Girls’ High School. 
Many young and more senior pupils 
remember her with great affection 
and tell how she inspired them to try 
something new and different. Deanne 
was certainly not the run-of-the-mill 
educator; she chose to travel the less 
familiar way and challenged the old, 
the prosaic and the outworn.

After her return from Boston, USA, 
in 1977, where she helped start an 
experimental school called the Boston 
Learning Project, she headed up the 
SA Institute of Race Relations here 
in Pietermaritzburg. Opposition to 
apartheid rule was spreading wide and 
fast across the white English-speaking 
liberal circles. She played a vital and 
positive role in the preparation for the 
new South Africa by managing the 

Deanne Lawrance

that he was Director-General material 
but history and politics made that 
impossible. 

Dorning’s final position as a public 
servant was as Chief of Staff in 
Premier Zweli Mkize’s office after 
the latter’s appointment as premier in 
April 2009. He served in this capacity 
until he took early retirement at the age 
of 55. In normal times he could have 
had a further 10 years of distinguished 
public service.

The writer knew Dorning as both 
a respected member of staff and 
colleague and as a friend. To quote 
the Premier of KZN, he was ‘deeply 
committed to the principles of fairness, 

honesty, integrity and justice’. His 
competence was indisputable, his 
commitment absolute, his intellect 
far above average, his skills and 
contributions enormous. He perfectly 
fitted the description ‘a scholar and a 
gentleman’. In every sense he was a 
good man. 

On retirement, Dorning was working 
to establish a viable indigenous plant 
nursery and farming operation on 
Adamshurst. He is survived by his wife 
Dawn, his widowed mother Denise 
(Noo) Dorning and his three sisters, 
Julia, Nicola and Angela.

PETER MILLER




